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Wood who are just two points ahead of
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Good afternoon and a warm welcome to you all,
wherever you might be watching or listening from. A
welcome also to our visitors, Boreham Wood, their
manager Luke Garrard, his players and staff to the
EBB Stadium. We lost to a late goal when we played
them last December after a well-contested match
between our two clubs and it should be a good game
today.
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Last Saturday we had a good win over Altrincham, here
at the EBB. I thought we played really well. We had a
five or ten minute period at the start of the second
half which we seem to have on a regular basis at the at
the moment, where we were under the cosh but all in
all, I thought 2:1 actually flattered Altrincham. I think

we probably should have scored at least two or three
more to be honest but I was very pleased with the
lads, we asked them to use some different tactics and
within reason, they did that really well. It was a good
win against a really good side.

I was also pleased with the way Ryan Hall played in
goal. Sometimes you promote players because you
think they are ready, other times it's just for necessity
and I think our lads (Hall and Ben Shroll) have
handled it well. Ryan had a stunning game with an
unbelievable save at the end and it's great to see
there's a pathway which helps the Academy with
recruitment.

After Saturday, Tuesday evening was very different. In
the dressing room after the game I was almost having
to make stuff up to moan to the boys about because
actually they didn't really do a lot wrong. They were

resolute, especially after that first 15-minute spell
when they got absolutely battered by Halifax, the
amount of shots against us, we didn't let in a goal and
we defended so well. Then we took over, in my opinion
we were the better side and we had two stonewall
penalty shouts. Then we scored a brilliant goal which
was chalked offside and we've got more than enough
footage to prove that he was well onside. The officials
will say, we'll assess it afterwards and see if we've
made a mistake but it doesn’t mean anything after the
game, it's a waste of time. We are going to report it
because we feel it cost us the game.

Having played two teams who we were close to in the
table in Altrincham and Halifax, we face another today,
Boreham Wood who are just two points ahead of us.
We now have a run of about six games where we are
playing teams that are slightly higher than us or in the
play-offs. It is not a make-or-break part of the season
for us, this year the target was to get to a solid
position in the table and I am confident we will do that
- let's see what happen in the next two or three
games. But it does mean that if we come through
those games well we will be in a great position in the
league.

I think from our perspective, Boreham Wood are a
great side and have two great strikers. We know that
we have got to be at our best and the standard of the
league this year is high - we rarely sit in the office and
say, ‘We know we're going to beat team X orY!" In a
way, it is which team turns up in the best frame of
mind to a game on the day because a lot of the teams
in this league this year, as you can tell by the table,
are very similar. We look to perform well in every game
and today will be no exception.

Enjoy the game,

Danny
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CRAIRMAN
SHARID AZEEM

On behalf of Aldershot Town Football Club, a
warm welcome to Boreham Wood FC to this
afternoon’s match, hopefully you have had a
short and safe journey from north London.

I am pleased to report that we have filed the
Club’s annual accounts. Due to Covid-19
restrictions we were not able to have an AGM but
all shareholders can request copies of the
accounts from the Club by contacting our
secretary, Bob Green. We posted a loss of
approximately £150,000 (compared with a
£600,000-plus loss the previous year), which also
includes the goodwill write-off and the fact that
our season finished in early March 2020, with
some big games which would have attracted large
crowds not taking place. The

government schemes have helped with our
finances but we had made a priority of serious
restructuring the previous year and those cuts,
coupled with the major challenges of playing
behind closed doors this season meaning no
income from that source, have helped and
continues to ensure that we are in a good place
to start off next season, when hopefully in August
we will be so glad to see our supporters, Sponsors
and all our key workers back on match days.

I am also pleased to report that the next season’s
budget for all areas has been agreed, which
includes all aspect of the clubs, from commercial
to academy, youth and first team, and has been
adopted by all the departments responsible for
their respective domains.

Our TV coverage, including the Midweek Show
which goes out on our YouTube channel on a

Weekly
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Thursday evening, has been getting rave reviews,
and with Henry Port and Mark Butler overseeing
the operation, the whole digital strategy for
Aldershot Town is going from strength to
strength.

On behalf of the Club, we want to thank all our
viewers, sponsors and volunteers, all of whom are
helping to ensure we continue to bring some
form of relief to Aldershot Town supporters
during these challenging times in lockdown.

I am very pleased to see our overseas

supporters who have had the taste of actually
seeing live games are enjoying being able to
watch live matches. This we will continue to
monitor to see if it is financially viable that we
could continue to transmit live overseas coverage
going forward.

Thank you all for your continuing support of our
club.

Shahid Azeem
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JAMIE SENDLES-WHITE
CAPTAIN .
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After two opposing results in the past week, Jamie reflects _
on the two performances and Looks forward to today’s match "™V
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The win against Altrincham last Saturday was pleasing, =
given that the players had not had a match for a fortnight.
How did Jamie see the game and how pleased was he for
young keeper, Ryan Hall, making his debut in the National
League?
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50 we can play with a bit more freedom now and hopefully
that will help us move forward. I think especially with such a
RESER T RS R L QOO EGTRDRUE ISR young squad, with no pressure of relegation, I think it allows
first half was probably fairly even and the second half, I the shackles to be off a little bit because there’s probably
would say Altrincham had a little bit more quality. We not a lot of boys in the changing room that have had that
LE R S Gl BG TR E RGO L AL pressure before of needing to win every week and playing for
was very pleasing and I think was what we ultimately something. So I think being able to play with no pressure
deserved after all the hard work we put into the game. allows the boys to relax a little bit and that hopefully will see
us pick up some results through playing really well, rather
than having to dig in and defend and stay resolute. We've got
ambitions and we need to achieve those, so I am sure we can
pick up some good results in the next couple of weeks.

I think Ryan was fantastic against Altrincham. He’s a really
good player and very good keeper - we see it every day in
training and I am so delighted for him that he's managed to
get his chance and he’s taken it with both hands.

On to Tuesday evening and despite a strong display on the
pitch, the Shots went down to a goal to nil away to FC Halifax
Town, with what looked like a legal goal ruled offside and
two or three penalty appeals tumed down. How did Jamie
feel about that result, espedally after the team played so
well?

On the whole, a draw would have probably been a fair result.
They had some chances early on at the start of the game and

we had our chances, too. There were decisions that went

against us but you like to think that those decisions even
themselves out over the course of the season so I think we

are due a couple of decisions our way now. But it was
disappointing to concede late on, especially with such a long
journey home after the game. /

Despite that result there are still plenty of games to be
played and Jamie is looking forward, acknowledging that the
way the season is tuming out might be beneficial to the
team and how it plays and performs

But we go again, we are still within touching distance of
where we want to be so we just need to remain focussed. At
the minute there's no pressure on us in terms of relegation
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In this ever-changing season we now seem to be in the rather
unusual position of playing in a competition that will reach
its conclusion but, with what looks like, no relegation for
clubs finishing in the bottom reaches of the league (there’s
been no official notification of this as yet). This has come
about after the National League North and South division
campaigns were curtailed and, despite the best efforts of
several of the clubs playing in those divisions to mount a
legal challenge to this, saw the 2020-21 campaign ended for
over 40 clubs, several of which have former Aldershot Town
players in their squads. To those former Shots we send our
best wishes, hoping that next season will bring brighter
times for them all and a chance to play the game that they
love once again.

The Vanarama National League though continues to the end
of the season, which means we have football to watch -
although still only through the medium of a screen. We
continue to be grateful to all those involved in the production
and filming of our home matches, along with Mark Butler's
excellent hosting of them - and it does provide something for
a few of those now non-playing former Shots to doon a
Saturday and Tuesday as they act as match day pundits!

But even the National League is not running at full capacity
with its matches. Dover Athletic announced that they were
unable to continue playing any more games once it was
discovered that future funding to the division would be in the | our favourite team play football.

SERNCTE

WOR[)SBY VICTORIA ROGERS | form of loans and not grants and as a result, have not played

a match since January and seem unlikely to do for the
remainder of the season. Where does that put all of the
teams who have already played the Whites in terms of points
gained (asking for a ‘friend’ here who had an amazing 5:0
win down in Kent in October) or indeed goals scored (asking
for other ‘friends’ who scored those five goals against Dover).
It's all a bit of a muddle and one that will need sorting out in
the next few weeks. Do I have an answer as to what might be
best to do? No, I don't but I suspect that those ‘friends’ I
mentioned above may well be disappointed with the final
decision - I can only see those results voided, although
maybe there might be a more innovative solution.

There may not be relegation but there is still promotion and
the Shots have been tantilisingly close to the play-off places
in recent weeks. Tuesday night was a frustrating evening for
everyone but there are still plenty of matches to come and a
chance for Danny Searle to continue to mould and build his
squad into one, which if it can’t achieve play-offs this season
could certainly cause some interest in the 2012-22 campaign,
assuming that the close season sees stability in terms of the
current squad. It is a pleasure at the moment to see how all
members of the squad continue to grow and develop under
our management team and I for one would love to see that
continue into 2021-21 - I am sure many of you feel the same,
along with sharing the hope and expectation that next
season will see a return to grounds for supporters. It will
certainly be good to be back together once again, watching







Saturday 13 March
Vanarama National League
Kick-Off 3pm

The Shots 2
Nouble 43', Kandi 88'

Altrincham 1
Hancock 47' (p)

The EBB Stadium

The Shots: Hall, Whittingham
(Booked), Phillips, Lyons-Foster,
Colombie, Rees, Edser (Booked),
Anderson (Booked), Miller (Kandi
71"), Bettamer (Panayiotou 77),
Nouble (Sendles-White 90') Subs:
Sendles-White, Kandi, Panayiotou,
Wylie, Ogie

Altrincham: Thompson, Moult,
Hancock (Hardy 79'), Senior, Ogle,
Ceesay (Booked), Peers, Mullarkey,
Smith, Colclough, Zouma Subs:
Hampson, Hannigan, Williams,
Harrison, Hardy
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DANNY SEARLE

‘We've got this great resilience in the squad and the lads have
taken everything in their stride. Everybody played their part -
their work ethic, desire and determination were spot-on. Out of
adversity comes opportunity and Ryan (Hall) was outstanding on
debut.’

PHIL PARKINSON

‘We were really poor first half. (In the second half) it felt like
there was only going to be one winner and then not to get
anything was a kick in the teeth. We've had more than enough
opportunities to warrant bare minimum a draw.’
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