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ELLIOTT BAXTER & COLTD
the UK's leading Independent

Paper & Board Supplier

PROUD SPONSOR OF b
THE EBB STADIUM AND
SUPPORTER OF THE SHOTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS =
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www.ebbpaper.co.uk

EBB has branches at:
Birmingham, Belfast, Bristol, Dublin,
Farnborough, Glasgow, Manchester,

Newcastle, Sheffield and Thurrock — ~
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MANAGER  [“They have points on the board and
D ANNY we've got to make sure we do what we
need to do today to try and close that

SEARLE [gap on them...




e chance which is what we asked the boys to give
?\k‘\\‘\\\“ﬂ us when we spoke at half-time but the penalties

" y“ saw Hereford through in the end.

"

9
Good afternoon and a warm welcome to you all,
wherever you might be watching or listening to
this game. We have had an enforced break from
playing matches due to some positive covid
tests but the players have been working hard
regardless and are ready to play today. I'd also
like to welcome our visitors, Altrincham, their
manager Phil Parkinson, his players and staff
to the EBB Stadium. We had a 2:1 win when we
visited Altrincham in November against a good,
ball-playing side and it should be another good
game today.
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The last match we played here, two weeks ago,
ended in defeat and saw the end of our journey

Now we turn back to the league and starting
today with this match with Altrincham. When

N“" we played them up there we said afterwards,
| this isa good team who are going to cause a lot
of problems in this division. And after we beat

v @ them they went on a run and at one point they
T

were as high as fourth in the table. They play
some great football, they've got a nice style and
manner about them, the way they play, so it's
no shock to me that they are where they
currently are in the league.

Altrincham have played 28 matches to our 24
but we have games in hand. They have points
on the board and we've got to make sure we do
what we need to do today to try and close that
gap on them. It should be an interesting game
and it is one which we have prepared for and
are looking forward to.

Enjoy the game,
Danny

in the FA Trophy this season. We need to give |1

credit to Hereford, they were very good on the
day, they came with a good game plan and I
think unfortunately, having watched the game
back, it looks like the event got to some of the
lads. We weren't at our normal standard and
it's disappointing, you look at it and you think if
we'd just performed five percent more than we
did we might have won the game.

But we mustn’t take anything away from
Hereford, we showed great resilience when we
pulled it back at the end and that gave us a




JAMES SCARLETT

FINANCIAL ADVISER AT
SIMON REID WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD

Proud to support Aldershot Town Football Club

Wealth management advice to
help achieve your financial goals

We provide an experienced wealth management service
and offer specialist advice in a wide range of areas including:

* Investment planning ¢ Retirement planning ¢ Inheritance Tax planning

For further details contact James Scarlett on:

Tel: 01189 770475 Mob: 07896 177121

Email: james.scarlett@sjpp.co.uk ~ Website: www.simonreidwm.co.uk
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CRANRMAN
SHARID AZEEM

On behalf of Aldershot Town Football Club we
welcome Altrincham FC, their players, manager
and officials to this afternoon’s Vanarama National
League match. Altrincham are having a great
season after being promoted last year.

As you are all aware, our previous two games were |

postponed due to players testing positive for Covid
-19. Thankfully they have recovered without any
issues but we have to be cautious all the time. The
protocols we have to adhere to are challenging, but
we are grateful to our Covid doctor Dr

Peter O'Donnell, along with Ian Gair and Bob
Green, who support the Club with all that it needs
to do with regards to correct procedure in all
matters concerning the pandemic.

We are grateful to the Garrison and Aspire for
allowing us to use the Garrison facilities, along
with support from the Army FA, particularly during
these challenging times, when most of the sport at
the Garrison is in lockdown.

Our Thursday midweek show, along with the live
match streams on Saturdays and Tuesdays, is
evolving and these forms of communications /
engagements are vital so that we obtain and
strengthen our links and relationships with our
supporters and sponsors. The viewing numbers are
always increasing week on week which is pleasing.

For the past few weeks we have been working on
our budget for next season and again, whilst we
know that we are not in the top half of the budgets
in our league, Danny and Anwar, along with the
coaching team have been working hard in building
relationships with other clubs to ensure we have a
very competitive team next season.

From a commercial point, again a lot of work has
been taking place and like everything at the
moment, we need to be creative on revenue
generation. We are so grateful for our

sponsors who continue to support us during
challenges in their own businesses. They are
committed to supporting the Club and for that we
are grateful.

We envisage the next season (unless there is
another lockdown), will start in mid-August, as the
current season without play-offs is scheduled to
finish at the end of May. This does not give the
Club the necessary time to have all the work that

goes on during close season to be completed.
However, again all our volunteers and suppliers
will do everything necessary to ensure we start in
the best shape possible.

This week we saw the return of education back into
school environments and again the work carried
out by Ross McNeilly and his team delivering
virtual training and education over the past two
months to our youth players has been tremendous;
it's good to see the Academy back in a “normal”
situation.

Please enjoy the game

Shahid Azeem
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offers a ‘one-stop’ solution s
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JAMIE SENDLES-WHITE
CAPTAIN

After an enforced break of ten days due to
positive covid tests in the first team squad, Jamie
looks back to the FA Trophy quarter final defeat
which was the Shots' last home game as well as
talking about getting back to playing matches
once again, starting with today’s visitors,
Altrincham

The Hereford match was a real disappointment,
ending as it did with the Shots being knocked out
of the FAT on penalties. How did Jamie see the
game?

It was a disappointing one for us, it's hard to put
a finger on why we didn't really perform. You've
got to give credit to Hereford on the day because
it was a cup game and they turned up, they had a
game plan that worked very well and they stuck
to it. I thought they were a pretty good side to be
fair. We didn't quite deal with their game plan
and didn't implement ours enough. But the
Wembley dream is over which is disappointing
and we've got to focus on the league now.
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So it’s back to the league now after having to
train separately for the last two weeks. Jamie
admits that it's certainly been different this year!

It's been a strange season with these ten-day
breaks but we've been trying to keep ticking over
at home so we will be ready to go today against
Altrincham. It will be an interesting game - when
we played them away they were a good
footballing team and they passed the ball around

nicely. We won't be taking them lightly and they
have been a bit of a dark horse this season, I
don’t think anyone expected them to be doing as
well as they are so we can’t underestimate them,
we have to prepare and be ready to be at 100% to
get a positive result.
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After another short intermission where the Club had to
postpone two matches due to positive covid tests - every good
wish to those who were unwell on this occasion - we are back at
the EBB Stadium today to hopefully resume ‘normal service’, at
least on the field if not, sadly, on the terraces, with supporters
still unable to attend matches. It is difficult to say when that
might happen again, all aspects of the Government’s ‘Roadmap’
being subject to the vagaries of infection, but it would be
absolutely wonderful if the EBB Stadium could at least once

more this season be filled with the noise and sounds of
supporters on a match day that make this ground so special.
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WORDS BY VICTORIA ROGERS

Indeed, all of the players I have spoken to this season for our
Big Interview feature say that the supporters are a huge miss.
For some it was one of the key factors for signing for this club!
Players of course are professional and are able to focus on the
field of play regardless of who is (or isn't!) watching them but
football is the game of the people and at the moment, with no
people there, it is most definitely missing a very big something.

In today’s Big Interview Alfy Whittingham explains just what he
feels supporters bring to games. He also talks about just how
players train when, due to isolation, they have to work from
home, so to speak! As a school govemor I am familiar with how
work was sent home in a variety of ways when children couldn’t
be in school and it would appear that the coaching staff here at
Aldershot Town have this process nailed as well! Online
meetings, running schedules - even with footballers having to
train away from the Club from time to time, you have to hand it

to them that their dedication to the task is as evident as ever.

Back to today, everybody reunited and ready to play the first
match in a fortnight against a team whom we defeated on their
home ground back in November. In this first season back in the
National League since 2016, Alty have enjoyed a fair amount of
success and are three points and three places above the Shots
in the table. They have played more games than anyone else in
the division, 28 so far, but games in hand are of no worth
whatsoever if you don't win them. Indeed, for those clubs with a
lot of matches to be fulfilled over the next 11 weeks it is going
to be a frantic time and a test of fitness and stamina, levels and
clubs who have already played a full quota of matches may well
be in the box seat as regards the all-important season-end run-
in in May.

Here at Aldershot Town, our recent cup run led to some matches
being rescheduled, along with of course the postponements of
the last week - frustrating for the players, coaching staff,
management, supporters and everyone involved with the Club
as another Saturday came around with no Shots match to watch.
As I said above, it also means that more matches are
compressed into an even-shorter time and with other clubs also
trying to catch up there is always the spectre of possibly having
to play one or two matches on a Thursday night too should we
lose many more games - let's hope it doesn’t come to that. The
pressure on players to produce performances across three
matches in a seven-day period is too much - whatever club they
play for and however well-trained and fit they are.

There doesn’t look as though there will be relegation this
season from the National League (although that is a fast-moving
picture with regards to some clubs still wishing to play on in the
currently curtailed NLN and NLS divisions), but no manager will
want to see their team in the bottom three of this division come
the end of the season. Therefore we hope that the pattern of the
last few weeks, with fewer and fewer matches being called off
due to infection continues and that our season can end in a
positive and upbeat way, not in a crowded how-many-matches-
can-you-cram-into-a-week way! Whatever way it does end, we
know that the players, under Danny and Anwar, will continue to
give their very best, aiming at all times for the upper echelons
of the NL table and continuing to play the type of football we all
enjoy watching, albeit currently through a streaming service.
It's not the same, it never will be the same until supporters are
back in grounds, but at the moment, it's all we've got as we look
forward to the day we can all be together once again at the EBB
Stadium - I suspect for all of us, it can’t come fast enough!
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Graham is eight-years-old and lives in
New York. He has been supporting the
Shots for over four years and was a
mascot for the Maidstone home game at
the end of December 2017, while visiting
the UK.
His dad, Gregg, says ‘Graham’s been
following the Shots a ton during the
pandemic, and we've been streaming
many of their matches. We really hope to
be able to come over (to the UK) in

; December for Christmas.’
; ' Graham's current favourite players are
A ____ Josh Rees, Joel Nouble and especially
I Shadrach Ogie.




Saturday 27 February
Buildbase FA Trophy Quarter-Final
Kick-Off 3pm

The Shots 1
Rees 90+4'

Hereford 1

Bakare 6'

(Hereford won 4:3 on penalties)
The EBB Stadium

The Shots: Walker, Whittingham,
Phillips, Lyons-Foster, Ogie, Miller,
Rowe (Booked) (Edser 72"),
Anderson (Booked), Rees, Kandi
(Bettamer 57') (Booked), Nouble
Subs: Hall, Sendles-White,
Bettamer, Gillela, Edser, Shroll,
Rabbetts

WEREFORD £

Hereford: Hall, Hodgkiss, Haines,
Grimes, Camwell (Booked) (Pollock
80"), Butlin (Booked) (Rowe 87'),
Owen-Evans (Booked), Finn
(Booked), Lloyd, Bakare, Butroid
Subs: White, Pollock, Digie,
McQuilkin, Klukowski, Rowe, Jones




DANNY SEARLE

‘Everyone’s gutted. We gave it everything we had but we started
so slowly and have them a goal. Every single thing went against
us and sometimes it's not meant to be.’

JOSH GOWLING

‘We didn’t want to think we were playing against a team froma  |SSSS
higher level, and we spoke about can they match our work-rate? |
Our running stats are elite level.' :
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_ AWAY:
¢ The Rightsiders

Danny Whitehorne

Ross McCormack

Player & Staff Kit Sponsorship

One of the most enticing ways to be linked with Aldershot Town Football Club is by sponsoring a player's home
or away Kit. It is an ideal
opportunity for fans to show their support for their favourite player, as well as the club.

For more information on the player and staff kit sponsorship package,
please contact Mark Butler, Commercial Manager on 01252 320211
or you can email him on Mark Butier@theshots.co.uk































































































































