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competition if you are not capable of
winning tough games...”




F“ they had shown that they can come from

.

gl

AL =

Good afternoon and a warm welcome to you all,
wherever you might be watching or listening to
this game. Our visitors today are Hereford and
it's a huge match for both clubs, the Quarter
Final of the FA Trophy. I'd like to welcome their
manager, Josh Gowling, his players and staff to
the EBB Stadium. Last Monday saw the
National League North season curtailed but
Hereford will be wanting to continue on with
progress in this competition and will present
strong opposition today.

We have had two good wins over the past seven
days which has been hugely pleasing. Last
Saturday, we knew that Wrexham would be
coming to us in good form and that they were
buoyed by the recent takeover and new
investment at the Club. We were ready though,
we were well-organised, we knew what we
wanted to do and despite quite a few changes
in the team, some forced and some unforced,
we knew that we could give them a really good
run for their money. Once we rode that initial
storm at the start of the game, we grew in
confidence, the lads settled down and we
played some great football and scored some
really good goals.

W

‘ ‘;ﬂ, manner of the way we conceded their first goal

<=

L & goal was too easy. We'd got away with not
Sad conceding a similar one in the Wrexham match

behind in their previous fixture and that was
what was so disappointing about both the

and also the timing. At half-time there wasa
little bit of friction between us all because the

when Mitch tipped it over the bar but
Maidenhead managed to score from a similar
position. It slightly marred what had been a
faultless first half performance but we dug in
in the second half. I felt that there were some
interesting decisions which went against us in
that second 45 minutes - why would Ricky
Miller go down when he was one on one with
the keeper? It could only be because he was
fouled - but what an outstanding characteristic
performance it was. I'm glad the boys got the
fourth goal because a 4:2 score flattered
Maidenhead, but 3:2 definitely would have.

Today is a different game entirely, a one-off cup
match. You don’t get into the last eight of this
competition if you are not capable of winning
tough games and Hereford have got that in
their favour, they've had some great victories in
this competition. I know they have been playing
some friendly games with some local clubs so
they will be fresh and game-ready and it's
going to be a tough day at the office for us. If
we can perform the way we have been
performing, then we should be confident that
we can get the result we want.

Enjoy the game,
Danny



JAMES SCARLETT

FINANCIAL ADVISER AT
SIMON REID WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD

Proud to support Aldershot Town Football Club

Wealth management advice to
help achieve your financial goals

We provide an experienced wealth management service
and offer specialist advice in a wide range of areas including:

* Investment planning ¢ Retirement planning ¢ Inheritance Tax planning

For further details contact James Scarlett on:

Tel: 01189 770475 Mob: 07896 177121

Email: james.scarlett@sjpp.co.uk ~ Website: www.simonreidwm.co.uk
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SHARID AZEEM

On behalf of Aldershot Town FC, we welcome the
Hereford FC directors, manager, players and officials to
this afternoon's game.

Today's game is a great opportunity for both sets of fans
to enjoy what should be an exciting fixture that provides
a lot of history and a fantastic chance to reach the Semi-
Finals of a prestigious tournament that the Buildbase FA
Trophy certainly is.

Hereford are a team that we as a football club have a lot
of history with, in fact the last time we played them here
was for the last game of the season in 2014. We both
stayed up in the National League but they had to beat us
with Michael Rankine, our former player scoring the
winner for our visitors that day.

It was a great day for both sides despite the
disappointing result for us at the time, but it adds
something a little bit more special going into today's FA
Trophy Quarter-Final.

Times have been tough for all under this pandemic and
we as a football club are proud of the way we have
conducted ourselves during this period and we admire
the way both Aldershot Town fans and us as a country,
have kept ourselves safe and healthy as we look into what
looks like a light of normality over the next few months.

However, we of course respect those who have lost loved
ones during this difficult time too and we wish everyone
who has been living with difficult tragedies our very best,
as we hope that we can put on a good performance this
weekend that can offer a bit of positivity during these
times.

We of course offer our additional best wishes to clubs
within our lower divisions in the National League North
and South, with everything going on at the moment. We
hope football can return as we all know it and particularly
for all those involved but especially fans of these clubs in
the North and South, as things start to ease back to
normal.

Looking at our own perspective on things, one

commitment we have made to our fans which has
improved week-on-week is our matchday streaming
service with the Shots TV Live programme and also our
midweek TV Show, Shots TV Midweek Extra, that we
encourage you all to tune in to as a lot of hard work goes
into the production of these programmes.

The improvement is shown by the viewing figures for

both shows and they continue to go from strength-to-
strength. However, these numbers could always still be
higher and to keep up the fantastic support that our fans
have given us during these tough times, we encourage
those who are watching the stream to encourage friends
to tune in too as it's a fantastic production.

As a board, we are continuing to work on next year's
budget as we look to be as prepared as we can be for next
season, with various options being looked into at this
moment in time as we are expecting a season with the
exciting return of crowds and sponsors too.

But thinking about this season and the final half of this
season, the board is continuing to work together and to
reassure fans, we will do everything to ensure we are
financially stable and competitive enough to allow us to
complete the season to the best of our ability.

Please look after yourself, friends, family and colleagues
too.

Shahid Azeem
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JAMIE SENDLES-WHITE
CAPTAIN

Jamie reflects on a week where the Shots achieved
back to back wins in the league, scoring seven goals
and rose up the table to ninth position.

The win over Wrexham last Saturday was a huge
turnaround after the home defeat four days earlier.
Jamie felt that the signs for this win had been
appearing over recent games

I think the last few weeks or so it's been coming. All it
was going to take was to be there for the full 90
minutes and we were going to end up really battering
a team and it happened against Wrexham last
Saturday. We were very pleased and I think it's done
our confidence the world of good. Wrexham are a top
team, probably one of the richest teams in the league
with one of the biggest budgets, so to be able to beat
them 3:0 was good. I don't think they were particularly
good on the day but it shows that we can beat any
team in this league when we are at it.

Academy graduate Ben Shroll made his professional
debut in this game. What did Jamie make of his
performance?

I was delighted for Shrolly. He's been desperate to
play some games and he finally got in and took the
opportunity with both hands. I said to him after the
game, ‘Enjoy Saturday night, enjoy Sunday, don't let
that be the peak of your career, make sure you work
hard and make sure you play many more games in the
next few years'.

The Shots defence has been impacted by suspensions
and injuries over the last few weeks with Tuesday
evening seeing another change, Giles Phillips in for
Ben Shroll and Alfy Whittingham making a fine effort
in continuing to cover at right back. Although two
goals were conceded, the Shots still came away with
the win in what turned out to be a difficult match after
a comfortable start
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I think if we are going in at 3:0 at half-time the game
is over, it's done and dusted. The goal just before half-
time gave them a glimmer of hope but we held out, I
thought Alfy was fantastic at right back, he’s played
really well and I am glad to see him doing well
because he’s just desperate to play games. I think
maybe the next couple of weeks, right back will be
somewhere he can try and nail down. We did let a goal
in early in the second half too and previously that
might have been where we crumble and give away the
3:0 lead, but we dug in with 10 men and got the fourth
goal at the end.

We have been fairly inconsistent game to game and
possibly half to half in a lot of games but on Tuesday
night, although we conceded, I wouldn't say we played
badly, we really dug in and that's now two games
where I would say we have been very consistent, we've
picked up two massive wins and hopefully that will
give us some momentum coming into next month's
games.

But before the Shots start March’s games, there’s the
huge matter of today’s FA Trophy Quarter Final game

At the end of the day it's a cup game, so whether
they've played one game all season or played 30 it is
going to be a tough game, no doubt about it. If they
lose, that's their season over and I am sure that will be
the carrot for them to give it their all and I am sure it
will be a difficult game today. We've got to make sure
we stick to what we've been doing in the last few
games, be resilient and be professional. We are
hopeful if we do that we'll be able to pick up a positive




WORDS BY VICTORIA ROGERS

Wow, what a week of football that was, two wins, six points
gained and seven goals scored including a hat-trick from Shots
vice captain, Josh Rees. Stunning stuff. If anyone had suggested
that might be the case moments after the final whistle which
followed the 3:1 loss to Solihull Moors 11 days ago we most of
us would have struggled to believe that we would be seeing
these kind of results after a defeat where the players looked
jaded and tired. But believe it we must as Danny Searle, Anwar
Uddin and the players pulled two massive irons from the fire in
the next two games- a 3:0 home win over six-game-unbeaten
Wrexham last Saturday and then a 4:2 victory away to
Maidenhead on Tuesday evening with the Shots racing into a 3:0
lead, being pegged back to 3:2 by the start of the second half,
going down to 10 men but still triumphing 4:2 with a further
goal deep into injury time. Edge of the seat viewing as manager
Danny Searle described it.

It was brilliant to see Ricky Miller open the scoring and how
pleased his team mates were for him, although they were just as
delighted with Josh Rees first-ever professional hat-trick. There
was resilience from the team to protect the 3:2 lead when they
went down to 10 men and the fourth goal was a cherry on the
top - well done to the players, who without their determination
we might have been seeing a 3:3 draw instead of the win.

These results have seen us move to ninth in the table with just
over half the season played. We now know that the plan is for

the National League to complete the season although this still
leaves the small matter of funding to be addressed as with the

recently announced government roadmap, there’s practically no
chance of supporters getting back into grounds this season and
with all of the financial support that brings.

That's why today is so important for both clubs. Hereford’s
league season may be ended, the NLS and NLN having had their
campaigns curtailed on Monday, (subject to FA approval and
with some clubs still pushing to finish) but the Trophy is an FA
competition and under different laws. Indeed it would be
catastrophic for the competition if teams pulled out, only four of
the eight being National League clubs. With the ties the way
they are, it would see byes for Aldershot and Notts County, the
third tie between Darlington and Homchurch gone completely
with only Woking and Torquay playing a quarterfinal match. It
would also then mean only one semi-final, with one club getting
a bye to the final. Unthinkable for the integrity of the
competition and thankfully, not a scenario we are faced with, all
four ties currently scheduled to go ahead.

The integrity of the competition is a major factor but the other
one, far more mundane but of great interest to the pragmatists
amongst us all is money - £7,500 for the winners of today’s
match with the promise of more with progress to the semi-final,
along with the monies already won. With everything the way that
itis at the moment, the absence of supporters, any funding
stream is a potential lifeline and thus far the Shots have been
grasping it with both hands. Let’s hope today sees that carry on
- finance coupled with the promise of a shiny trophy, who
wouldn't want that?

In closing, may I say how pleased I am to be playing Hereford
today, the first match against the Bulls since 2014. That day and
its subsequent events are detailed elsewhere in this programme
but I will mention briefly here the time I was at my cousin’s
wedding in Ross-on-Wye in 2008. We were sat with the brother
of the groom, a big Hereford fan, who was keen for us to know
that it should never have been a red card for their player in the
second leg of the 2004 play-off semi-final, a tie which the Shots
went through to the final on penalties. In the spirit of non-
league though, he also spent the whole afternoon on his phone
trying to find out the result from the FA Trophy semifinal match
tie that the Shots were playing in (if he was pleased that we
were knocked out, he never showed it!). I am delighted for the
Bulls and supporters like that man, that they have made such
progress since their dissolution in December 2014, it's just such
a shame that they, like us, can’t have supporters here today, to
watch in person what should be a great game.
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AN NIBLETT

A warm welcome to Bulls’ photographer, Stephen Niblett, from Aldershot Town's man behind the lens, Ian Morsman.
Stephen has been covering the on pitch action at Edgar Street for many years and is pictured here at The EBB Stadium
back in 2014, celebrating what was considered then as Hereford's escape from relegation.




Saturday 20 February
Vanarama National League
Kick-Off 3pm

The Shots 3
Nouble 26', 47, Anderson 68’

Wrexham 0

The EBB Stadium

The Shots: Walker, Colombie,
Sendles-White, Shroll,
Whittingham, Rees (Booked), Miller
(Bettamer 74'), Rowe, Anderson,
Kandi (Panayiotou 57') (Booked),
Nouble (Edser 78') Subs: Hall,
Bettamer, Panayiotou, Gillela,
Edser
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Wrexham: Dibble, Hall-Johnson
(Booked) (Durrell 65'), Reckord
(Booked), Young, Carrington,
Horsfield (Jarvis 65"), Angus,
Kelleher, French, Davies (Ponticelli
80"), Thomas Subs: Durrell,
Ponticelli, Redmond, Jarvis,
Rutherford
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DANNY SEARLE

‘We know what qualities we've got in the dressing room and how
hard these lads work so I was confident we'd put a performance
in today... When players have been asked to step up and perform
they always have, and that's a credit to the mentality in the
dressing room. Everyone on the pitch today was outstanding.’

DEAN KEATES

‘We started really well but you can't legislate for the mistake,
Christian’s error cost us and after that we got a little bit jittery.
We still had chances after that but we didn’t take them.’
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Danny Whitehorne

Player & Staff Kit Sponsorship

One of the most enticing ways to be linked with Aldershot Town Football
Club is by sponsoring a player's home or away kit. It is an ideal
opportunity for fans to show their support for their favourite player, as
well as the club.

For more information on the player and staff kit sponsorship package,
please contact Mark Butler, Commercial Manager on 01252 320211
or you can email him on Mark Butler@theshots.co.uk































































































































